UBRARY 


CAMBORNE-REDRUTH 


Merim  Report  ot  tue  Medical  Oicer  of  Health 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


By  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  preparation  and  publication 
of  the  usual  full  Annual  Report  is  deferred. 


The  present  brief  interim  report  covers  only  essential  and  urg'ent  matters 
(if  there  were  any)  that  may  have  affected  the  public  health  during  the  period 
under  review. 


The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  was,  on  August  15th,  1939,  ;^461. 


Employment  and  Unemployment.  Except  in  Engineering,  where 
there  has  been  a definite  improvement  in  the  employment  position,  there  has 
been  no  appreciable  change  in  the  industries.  No  big  works  have  been  started 
in  the  area,  but  the  effect  of  civil  engineering  contracts  in  adjacent  districts 
has  been  to  improve  the  employment  position  in  our  own  area. 

Tin  Mines.  The  incidence  of  war  has  greatly  handicapped  the  operations 
of  these  mines,  many  of  the  younger  miners  having  been  called  up  for  military 
service.  Unemployed  older  miners  are  unable  to  replace  these  men,  most  of 
them  being  more  or  less  affected  with  silicosis. 


Bacon  Curing.  Being  a reserved  occupation,  very  few  of  the  staff  of 
the  two  large  bacon  factories  have  been  called  up  for  military  service.  The 
amount  of  slaughtering  in  these  factories  at  first  declined,  owing  to  shortage 
of  foodstuffs.  It  has  since  increased  and  is  maintaining  a high  level. 


The  Camborne  Creamery  (Milk  Marketino-  Board)  reports  as  follows; 
“The  quality  or  food  value  of  our  supply  has  considerably  Improved.  This 
may  be  due  to  the  rationalization  of  milk  last  November,  when  we  had 
exchangfed  about  60%  of  our  supply.  Our  new  supply  contained  more 
producers  with  smaller  quantities,  and  to  this  we  attribute  the  rise  in  quality.” 


HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  suggested  appointment  of  a whole  time  Meat 
Inspector  in  addition  to  the  two  whole  time  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Since  the 
close  of  the  year  this  appointment  has  been  made. 

The  District  Nursing  Associations  in  the  area,  notwithstanding  unusual 
difficulties,  have  continued  to  give  full  and  efficient  service. 

The  West  Cornwall  Miners’  and  Women’s  Hospital  has  been 
enlarged  and  now  provides  beds  for  128  patients.  The  Hospital  was  evacuated 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  but  has  since  resumed  its  normal  work  and 
has  provided  special  accommodation  for  service  men  and  for  evacuated  persons. 
The  Hospital  is  graded  by  the  Ministry  A.l. 

The  three  Fever  Hospitals  in  the  area  have  been  overhauled,  redecorated 
and  improved.  Most  of  the  equipment  also  has  been  renewed.  These  Hospitals 
now  provide  accommodation  for  40  patients,  that  at  Camborne  providing  16 
beds,  at  Redruth  12  beds  and  two  cots,  that  at  Illogan  10  beds.  One  of  these 
th  ree  Hospitals  has  been  reserved  by  the  County  Council  for  patients  suffering 
with  measels,  but  no  patient  has  been  admitted  as  yet  under  this  arrangement. 
The  Camborne  Isolation  Hospital  was  empty  for  the  whole  of  the  year  and  to 
the  other  two  Hospitals  only  thirteen  patients  were  admitted. 

The  Redruth  Clinical  Laboratory.  New  work  carried  out  in  this 
Laboratory  during  the  year  includes  the  Lancefield  method  of  typing  the 
haemolytic  streptococcus  and  an  improved  method  of  examining  sputum  for 
tubercle  bacilli. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  Some  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  men  have  been 
called  up  for  military  service  and  their  training  has  stood  them  in  good  stead. 
In  the  event  of  air  raids  or  other  local  incidents  of  war  the  ambulances  of  the 
A.R.P.  service  will  be  available,  the  St.  John  Ambulance  service  remaining 
available  for  their  normal  work. 


A motor  ambulance  has  been  acquired  by  the  Council  for  the  conveyance 
of  patients  sufferinj^  from  infectious  disease,  thus  putting  an  end  to  the  use  of 
horse  drawn  ambulance.  This  second-hand  car,  at  first,  gave  considerable 
trouble,  it  now,  however,  is  working  satisfactory  and  is  most  useful. 

Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  abundant.  Some 
of  the  main  sources  of  supply  have  not  always  been  free  from  contamination 
with  the  Bacillus  Coli  but  in  every  such  case  efforts  have  been  made  to  discover 
the  source  of  this  contamination  and  to  remove  it.  Water  of  some  of  the 
wells  and  adits  were  rather  much  contaminated.  In  all  such  cases  the 
wells  have  been  thoroughly  cleansed.  Where  a source  has  been  found  to  be 
contaminated  a warning  notice  has  been  displayed  requiring  the  water  to  be 
boiled  before  being  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  Comprehensive  Scheme  to  supply  water  to  outlying  districts 
including  St.  Day,  Lanner  and  Carharrack  has  received  serious  attention.  As 
a possible  source  of  supply  the  East  Sparnon  Shaft  (rather  than  the  Cathedral 
Shaft,  St.  Day)  was  provisionally  selected.  Operations  were  started  with  the 
object  of  clearing  the  shaft  of  obstructions  and  testing  the  flow  of  water  in  it. 
After  some  progress  had  been  made,  unexpected  and  serious  difficulties  were 
encountered.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  these  difficulties  had  not  been 
surmounted,  and  it  was  reluctantly  decided  to  abandon  the  scheme  and  to 
consider  an  alternate  scheme  at  the  termination  of  the  war.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  Cathedral  Shaft,  St.  Day,  might  then  be  tested. 

Plumbosolvency.  Acid  waters  have  a solvent  action  upon  lead  and  the 
waters  of  this  area  are  slightly  acid  in  reaction.  The  water  supplied  by  the 
Council  has  therefore  been  examined.  It  has  been  found  to  have  some  solvent 
action  upon  lead.  As  however  lead  pipes  are  rarely  used  in  the  area  this  is 
a matter  of  minor  importance.  Nevertheless  measures  have  been  taken  to  reduce 
the  plumbosolvency  of  the  Redruth  water.  Two  hundredweight  of  rock  lime 
or  of  slaked  lime  is  now  distributed  over  the  water  of  the  Redruth  Reservoir, 
periodically,  at  intervals  of  two  months  and  the  water  will  again  be  tested. 
We  have  no  report  upon  the  plumbosolvency  of  the  Camborne  Water 
Company’s  supply. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  Simple  uncontrolled  tippingf  of  refuse 
is  to  be  discontinued.  The  nine  tips  in  the  area  are  to  be  closed  and  replaced 
by  one  central  controlled  tip  at  Tin  Croft.  Paper  and  iron  is  beings  salvagfed. 
The  practice  of  tipping'  mixed  refuse  directly  upon  the  land  is  discouraged 
because  such  refuse  contains  the  contents  of  pail  closets,  infected  surgical 
dressings,  &c.,  and  because  the  value  of  mixed  refuse  for  mauure  purposes  is 
much  increased  after  fermentation  in  a controlled  tip. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  has  been  incomplete  principally  because 
it  had  to  be  combined  with  meat  inspection,  and  meat  inspection  in  the  area 
requires  the  service  of  a whole  time  officer. 

Shops  and  Offices.  Now  that  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  been  relieved 
of  their  duties  as  Meat  Inspectors  it  would  easily  be  possible  for  them  to  carry 
out  the  duties  of  shop  inspection  and  thus  afford  the  present  Shop  Inspector 
more  time  to  devote  to  his  several  other  duties.  By  reason  of  their  training 
and  experience  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  specially  well  qualified  for  this  work 
and  the  Medical  Officei  of  Health  recommends  that  shop  inspection  in  our  area 
be  now  a duty  of  our  two  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Housing.  No  new  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Milk  Supply.  Many  samples  of  milk  have  been  examined  during  the 
year.  They  were  remarkable  for  their  richness  in  fat  content.  There  is  however 
room  for  considerable  improvement  in  cleanliness  and  some  few  milk  vendors 
seem  unable  to  produce  a sample  of  milk  that  is  free  from  contamination  with 
Bacillus  Coli. 

Meat  Inspection.  Slaughtering  of  livestock  has  been  centralised  in 
Redruth  and  Camborne  in  certain  selected  and  approved  slaughterhouses  ; 
slaughtering  in  any  other  slaughterhouse  or  place  is  illegal. 

Infectious  Disease.  Typhoid  Fever  and  Cerebrospinal  Fever  are  the 
infectious  diseases  perhaps  most  to  be  apprehended  during  the  war.  Only 
one  case  of  Cerebrospinal  Fever  was  notified  in  the  area  during  the  year 
and  there  was  no  case  of  Typhoid  Fever. 


C.  Rivers. 


